Bandai America's New Power Rangers Toyline Hits the Streets with "Space Patrol Delta"



New Police-Themed Power Rangers Toys Expand in the Role-Play Category
NEW YORK, NY, February 20, 2005 – For more than 13 years, Power Rangers has held its reign as one of the top boys’ action brands in the United States. Bandai America Incorporated announced the brand’s Fall line today: Power Rangers Space Patrol Delta (SPD) – featuring a new line of police-themed action figures, megazords, vehicles, playsets and fantastical role-play items. Bandai America’s massive line of Power Rangers SPD toys includes an expansion in the role-play category, new novelty figures and more cycles and ATVs that are featured on the show.

In 2004, Bandai America built on the success of the Power Rangers franchise with the DinoThunder toyline, featuring the award-winning Deluxe Dino Stegazord, which earned the title of “All Star” by Toy Wishes Magazine’s holiday issue.

“For more than a decade, Power Rangers continues to be one of the most successful boys action figures because of the brand’s ability to morph itself year after year into different themes and situations,” said Bill Beebe, senior vice president, sales and marketing, Bandai America Inc. “This season’s SPD line combines the exciting police theme with an expanded role play toy offering so that kids can become their favorite Power Ranger hero, protect and serve the universe, and triumph over the bad guy space aliens seen in the TV series.”

“With such an established and recognizable property like Power Rangers, we constantly challenge ourselves to raise the level of product quality and innovation with each season,” said Joe Lawandus, vice president of global toys, Disney Consumer Products. “With Power Rangers SPD, this season’s police theme really inspired our product lines in the role-play, vehicle and action figure categories.”

Known for protecting the Earth from evil space aliens, a new team of Power Rangers are back to stop a mysterious wave of crime that has engulfed the world. This time, the Interplanetary Chief of Police has hired five top-notch teenage police officers to take on the case as Power Rangers Space Patrol Delta. The new television series Power Rangers SPD debuts in February 2005. With a reach far greater than any other kids TV franchise, Power Rangers is seen in 21 timeslots each week, mornings and evenings during the JETIX action/adventure block on both ABC Family and Toon Disney, and on the ABC Television Network every Saturday morning.

Bandai America has introduced a complete, expanded line of innovative and interactive Power Rangers products for the year. Power Rangers SPD products range in price from $1.00 to $39.99 and can be found at all major retailers. This year’s key items include:

· Action Figures, featuring three different items throughout the year of this most popular category, including Light Patrol, Cyber Arm and Sound Patrol Power Rangers.

· Megazords, including the Deluxe Delta Squad Megazord, which is comprised of five SPD vehicles and features lights and motion-activated sounds.

· Vehicle Playsets, like the SPD Mobile Control Center, which serves as the Power Rangers headquarters when they are on the road. The cab of the truck morphs into a jet, while the truck’s trailer morphs into a vehicle station that can launch SPD vehicles. 

· Role-Play, featuring Bandai America’s largest role-play line ever, including Morphers, Delta Weapons and the Deluxe SPD Super Cannon, which are modeled after the weapons on the television series.

· Vehicles, such as the SPD Patrol Cycles debuting in the Fall. For extra collectibility, the Uni-Force Cycles can morph with any of the SPD Patrol Cycles to create an even bigger vehicle. And back after much success in 2004, the Delta ATVs can transform into powerful jets.

About Power Rangers

Over the past thirteen years, the Power Rangers have been on Earth, in space, on the moon, under water, traveling through time, in the jungle and anywhere evil lurks. They’ve battled Rita Repulsa, Divatox, Master Org, Dark Spector, Toxica, Jindrax and many more evil-doers – villains who have been shrunk to miniatures, tossed in jail, reduced to ooze or banished. Over time, the brand has maintained its themes of teamwork, honesty, loyalty, courage, family, friends and above all, the victory of good over evil.

About Bandai America Incorporated

Bandai America Incorporated is a subsidiary of Bandai Co. Ltd., the third largest toy company in the world, with 30 subsidiaries in 13 countries worldwide. Global interests include toys and children’s entertainment, video game software, multimedia, music, full-length feature films, vending machines, trading cards, candies and licensed apparel.

Bandai America Incorporated is the master toy licensee of some of the most popular properties and brands in children’s toys and entertainment, including the Power Rangers, D.I.C.E., Teen Titans, Strawberry Shortcake and Tamagotchi product lines. Bandai America is headquartered in Cypress, California and company information is available at www.Bandai.com.

